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COVER SHOT :    

A little bit of local history, from a 

proud distributor of Nortonõs! 

So remember boys,  at those prices 

it would be Christmas all over again!  

MEETINGS 
Held on the ;  

1st Monday of the month, 

Except Public Holidays when 

the meeting will be held on 

the following Monday.  

NO MEETING IN JANUARY  

8.00pm start.  

We meet at the :  

VELOCETTE CLUBROOMS 

74 DRAYTON ST BOWDEN  

ALL NORTON OWNERS,     

ENTHUSIASTS AND THEIR 

 FAMILIES ARE WELCOME 

 

ENQUIRIES TO SECRETARY  

NMCC of SA 

PO Box 327  

HINDMARSH SA 5007  

secretary@nortonownersclubsa.org.au 

WEB SITE: 

www.nortonownersclubsa.org.au  

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

Mobile >>>>>>>>>>    0407 617256  

By email >>>>>>>>    iandelaine@y7mail.com  

Postal >>>>>>>>>>    PO Box 346 Mt Barker SA  5251.  

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts,  

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact editor  

with details for inclusion in future issueõs. 

Editors space,    Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.  

Its that time of the year again with the last ride for 2011 just 

around the corner, the trip to Victor is a good one, the weather 

is usually kind (not to hot) and the beer is cold, see you there!  

  I recently read a book titled  òNorton Storyó by Bob Holliday , 

2nd edition published in 1976, a book Iõm sure that others in 

the club had read, but for those who havenõt, here goes..... 

  It covered Nortonõs story from the beginning up to the final 

chapter in 1975, 75 years of unbroken production!  But we now 

know that the story has not finished......just yet.  

  A few things that stood out in the early years, was the insis-

tence to make good motorcycles and that the bikes entered in 

competition were to be õas you  can buyõ. There was also an em-

phasis on the ability for them to be easily fixable with a mini-

mum of tools by the average bloke. (just make sure that they 

are those strange Bull S things)   As I have found the Commando 

quite easy to work on, it has obviously carried over into the later 

years as well. But for any thing really serious while out on the 

road there is always the RAA!   

  The amount of Isle of Mann wins over the years in all classes is 

staggering and it didnõt stop there......  

 In 1924 alone there were wins in the Belgian & French GPõs, 

Spanish 24 hr & GP, the Ulster GP. Scottish & Irish champion-

ships. The Welsh TT 500, Brooklands 200 ml. Solo & the top 5 

places in the 200 ml. Side car. Plus, in hill climbs, speed trials & 

beach racing ñ123 victories, and for the second year running 

the Maudes Trophy, (see pg. 5) and the list goes on.  

  With this insight the heritage and pedigreed of these Norton 

motor cycles, gives one a sense of pride & respect.  

So with that in mind cheers and have a good one,  

and remember Be good at it!   Ian D.  



 Presidents report:   Well that time of 

the year has come around again and 

Christmas is just around the corner. 

(where has the year gone!)  

  We had our Christmas lunch at the 

Birkenhead, great tavern  but the at-

tendance I thought was poor. Thatõs 

the first time I had been there, and 

Penny and I thoroughly enjoyed the 

food, the views , and the company.  

  Our December meeting will start at 

7pm and it will be short and sweet. 

We will then have a bbq, a few drinks 

and talk Nortons!  

  I would like to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a safe New Year.  

PS. I have started a new project, but 

more on that next year. In the mean-

time enjoy riding your Nortons and 

stay upright.  

Regards your president, Con Desyllas.  

General events:  

11th Dec.  MRA Toy Run, start from Victoria Park Clipsal Track. (Always held on the 2nd Sunday in December). 

  CONTACTS:  Harald Lindemann  MRASA Toy Run Coordinator.  Mobile   0421 289 714 
    Peter Mount            MRASA President.                            Mobile   0414 399 000 
 

12th Jan.  Hahndorf Swap meet, open early (like all swap meets). 
 

12th Feb.  All British Day, open for display vehicles 9.30am. ð 11am. Then all vehicle movement to stop till 3pm.   

  Open to the public 11am.   

A ROCKERS HOLIDAY.    
 

ñTwas the night before the holiday race, 

Not a rocker was stirring, not even at the ace,   
 

Battery tenders were attached to their terminals with 

care, 

In hopes that  St. Lucas soon would be there.     
 

And me in my Barbours, and pudding bowl cap,    

I had just settled down for a long winters nap.    
 

When out in the garage, there arose such a clatter, 

Of 50 weight oil, and cold piston chatter.       
 

I threw open the shutter to see what was the matter, 

Would it be Geoff Duke eating a fish & chips platter?     
 

The moon on the breast of old British chrome, 

Gave the luster of mid-day to the Wolverhampton 

home.    
 

When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 

But an ancient Stieb sidecar full of draft Guinness 

beer!     
 

With a fiddly old rider, slightly off his rocker, 

I knew it was St Lucas, the original little shocker.    
 

More rapid than the Tritons, the mighty ones came,  

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by 

name:     
 

ñNow, Commando! Now Atlas! And Model 18 too! 

On, Navigator! On Dominator! On, Manx! They all 

flew! 

  By Brian Richardson. 
 

From the bend at Brands Hatch, and on to the Mountain 

Mile!  

They came in hot and slid by with great style.    
 

Both agile and light ð yes Featherbeds do fly ð 

When they meet with an obstacle, they wheelie to sky. 
 

So up to the house  top the Nortons they flew, 

With the panniers full of parts, for me and for you. 
 

As I drew in my hand, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney St. Lucas came with a bound. 
 

He was dressed in waxed cotton, from his head to his foot, 

And his clothes were all tarnished with burnt Castrol soot; 
 

With Amals, and Avons he had flung on his back, 

He looked like a peddler just opening his pack. 
 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head, 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread. 
 

He spoke not a word but went straight to his work, 

He filled batteries with smoke, then turned with a jerk; 
 

And laying a finger on his nose, 

SPLAT! A blue spark, and up the chimney he rose. 
 

He sprang to his Steib, and gave just one kick, 

All eight bikes started, one hell of a trick. 
 

But I heard him exclaim, as he wheelied out of sight, 

ñHappy holidays to all, may your Norton thump through the 

night!ò 



MRA Toy Run Future Assured  Media Release  7-8-2011. 
 The MRA annual charity Toy Run, the future of which had been put in jeopardy when its traditional destination of Hahndorf 
Oval had become unavailable, has secured a new home at Callington, thanks to the support of the Mount Barker Council. 
 The Mount Barker Council was keen to retain the Toy Run within the councilôs boundaries as it is considered one of the dis-
trictôs major events, and has offered significant logistical and infrastructural support for the move to the new location. 
 The MRA Toy Run will also have a new starting point at the Victoria Park Clipsal Track, a move also from its traditional start-
ing point at Glenelg, where it has enjoyed the support of the Holdfast Bay Council since the inaugural Toy Run in 1979.  
 Since the commencement of the Toy Run, motorcyclists have gathered at the end of Anzac Highway, Glenelg, to ride to 
Hahndorf along Cross Road, the Freeway and the Old Mount Barker Road, but increasing traffic and residential development have 
caused safety problems in recent years MRA President, Peter Mount, said, ñIronically, we are a victim of our own success. Where 
once the Toy Run only took twenty minutes to pass through an intersection, it now takes over an hour, which means the Run has to 
be broken up into smaller sections, thereby diminishing the spectacular visual appeal of a huge number of motorcyclists in one 
massed ride. ñSafety of the participants has also become an issue on the ride into Hahndorf, with an increasing number of residential 
properties along the narrow Old Mount Barker Road into Hahndorf, and the increasing popularity of the area for tourists.ò 
 Mr Mount said the MRA was extremely pleased with the support of the Adelaide City Council and the SA Motor Sport Board 
for the eventôs starting point relocation to Victoria Park. ñThis is a more central place to gather, and with a relatively straightforward 
ride to the Freeway along Hutt Street and Glen Osmond Road, many of the problems of Cross Road will be overcome,ò he said. 
Mr Mount said the MRA had received many offers of potential destinations for the Toy Run from individuals and organisations. 
ñAlthough we had to reject 2 of these for route safety or size reasons, we are very appreciative of and encouraged by the amount of 
community support the Toy Run has engendered,ò he said 
 The MRA believes Callington is a developing area with many benefits that tie in with the Toy Runôs growing logistical re-
quirements.MRA Toy Run Coordinator, Harald Lindemann, said. ñAlthough we already have the longest Toy Run in Australia, and 
Callington seems a long way out of town, in fact it is only eleven kilometres further. We also expect the new venue will attract more 
riders from the South-East, the Murraylands and the Riverland. We considered a variety of options for the destination, but ultimately it 
came down to the safety of the route, the motorcyclistsô enjoyment of the ride, and maintaining the purity of the Toy Runôs objective, 
which is to provide a means for the motorcycling community to show its support for children and families in need by donating toys 
through St Vincent de Paul at Christmastime.ò 
 The SA Police have provided an assurance that there will be sufficient resources for the Toy Run, and endorsed Victoria 
Park and Callington, and the chosen route, as the safest options for the continuation of the event well into the future. 

The MRA Toy Run will be held on December 11 this year. It is always held on the second Sunday in December.  
 

MOTORCYCLE RIDERSô ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. G.P.O. BOX 1895 ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001 
CONTACTS: Harald Lindemann ï MRASA Toy Run Coordinator.  Mobile 0421 289 714 
  Peter Mount ï   MRASA President.   Mobile 0414 399 000 
  Email: mrasa.@mrasa.asn.au      Webpage: http://www.mrasa.asn.au 

Who, me?  No way, I 

anõnt pulling no sleigh! 

Me & my babe here 

have a forest to visit!  

Maudes Trophy;  
  Mr George Pettyt of Maudes Motor Mart, Exeter. came up 

with the idea that it was about time to show the general pub-

lic that motor cycles could do more than just race around the 

country etc. at warp speed as there were plenty of good ma-

chines besides the ones that won TT races. 

  His idea was to present the ACU (Auto-Cycle Union) with 

a well presented and valuable silver cup called the  

Pettyt Cup which later became the Maudes Trophy, and was 

to be awarded annually to the manufacturer, by the ACU 

whose certified and observed test was considered to be the 

years most meritorious effort. 

  The first TT in 1907, the winner of the twin cylinder class, 

Rem Fowler hardly gave a thought to the speed aspect of the 

race. When he took his privately entered mount to the Nor-

ton works for an overhaul, prior to the race, Pa Nortonôs 

main focus was to ensure that it was capable of completing 

the distance on the quantity of fuel allowed.  

  As time moved on the emphasis on speed became more 

prevalent and the general pubic viewed motor cycles with 

hostility (whatsôs changed?) reading between the lines I see 

the Maudes Trophy as an attempt to win over the pubic (an 

early effort in P R) and by changing the emphasis on speed 

to one of reliability and stamina caught the imagination of 

the industry and the gained approval of the British motorcy-

cling public. From its beginning in 1923 and into the 30ôs 

there where many attempts made to win the Maudes.  

ñNow, after all that Pa Nortonôs first attempt, in 1923, was 

with the fairly new 490 OHV Model 18 a mount built for 

speed and so a speed test was what it would have, despite 

any other ideas about the purpose of the Maudes Trophy!ò 



  

A photo of Don & beast,  

one that he can be 

proud to send home to 

Mum for Christmas.  

Please keep in mind 

that Don is the clubs 

Regalia Officer and 

would like to hear from 

members regarding 

their ideas on what they 

would like to see in the 

way of club regalia, 

what you would pay for 

etc. your input is 

needed and valued.   

òDon is currently  

working on T shirts.ó 

 

  

contact Don by email 

at:  

noetics@hotmail.com  

Just a little teaser, look forward to more, coming to a space near you soon. 



16th Oct. 2011 Norton club Ride  
 Met up with Dave Meldrum at 09:50am who was waiting patiently at Gepps X. I had only just fitted a new Tri-

Spark ignition & digital coil to my Interstate Commando and it needed a thorough road test and ignition timing check 

via strobe. So reluctantly, ñwith a tear in the corner of my eye!ò I took my trusty 1974 R60/6 BMW café racer. 

 While having a bit of a chinwag two more Commandos and a Triumph turned up. Minor repairs were needed to 

Tonyôs Roadster, as the spot welds had given way on the rear indicator mount (which Tony informed me was a new 

part!) and Lord Lucasôs pride and joy was precariously close to self destruction via a high speed impact with the bitu-

men!  So with the indicators and offending bracket safely in his backpack, the ride proceeded to the Tea Tree Gully pub 

where another two Commandos joined the pack. Black seemed to the colour of the day (with the exception of the Tri-

umph) and so the ride continued on to the centre of Williamstown were further Norton riders awaited us in the square, 

so another stop for a welcome stretch and coffee break for those who needed a caffeine fix.                                 

  Suitably refreshed, the riders proceeded to the Whispering Wall; while a stunning location, the access road was 

atrocious and in need of significant maintenance. The BSA Club and Barossa Valley Classic Motorcycle Club turned up 

in strength with some very interesting motorcycles of all marque's ranging from a pair of brand new Ural motorcycle 

outfits, heaps of BSAôs but also included an interesting original-ish, un-restored 633cc Norton Big 4. An original War 

Department WWII model, she now had later Road holders and an interesting front brake which I believe may have been 

an early International component, but I am sure other Norton fanatics (Con!) will confirm itôs origins. After further ear 

burning and meeting several old friends, the BEEZA fraternity departed to a local winery for a luncheon appointment.  

  Us less fortunate beings proceeded to the Williamstown Oval to view other bikes, some of which had already 

come down from the Whispering Wall but there was also a 1926 Douglas in fine fettle and an early rare Panther. 

  I then headed for home (solo) as I had a Commando appointment and enjoyed a ride back via Lobethal, Wood-

side, Hahndorf, Echunga, Meadows, Clarendon and home to Trott Park. A cracking day and while Norton-less well 

worth the effort. Thanks to all the NoC members for attendance and Dave Meldrum for pathfinder duties. 

  ñWhile enjoying the company of fellow Norton people, a very nice silver Mercedes slowed with interest and 

stopped. A very dapper couple came over and shared their motorcycle tales with us. Originally Vincent owners from the 

UK, the gentleman also had a 16H at one stage, so we were reacquainted with oil leaks, sludge, greased valve guides 

but loads of fun too! Since their migration, the couple had several BMWôs and Hondas but as both are now challenged 

by the years, have swopped two wheels for a Trike. Both are still active in the motorcycle fraternity and had just com-

pleted a cancer research fund raising ride all around the Eyre Peninsula. A pleasure to talk to them!ò 

                                       Steve Adkins with help from Dave Meldrum.        

Top left, Thelma always with a smile!  

But then, she is riding a Norton !  

 

Ok fellaõs, help needed here...16h ? 



Christmas Lunch, 2011.  

Birkenhead Tavern  

Last issue this bloke was wearing those 

special safety boots & shorts.  



 

 
 

 

Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net  

 

HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS. 

Full restoration services available ð Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re -building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  

Precision Engine Re -builds & Machine Shop.  

A large range of bikes available from Original to  

Concourse Condition through our in -house restoration shop  

 

SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES AND SPARES  

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 

Murrayõs Britbikes 

(Formally K & M British)  

With over 25 years experience specializing in 

Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 
1950ôs thru to 1970ôs 

 

Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   

 Mobile:   0408 833 511    

 Address:   Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 
Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday.  

Please ring Murray first & make an appointment  



For the information of Norton Club members ,                                                                                                                                                                

 The president of the V & V, Brian Forth, is importing tyres from U.K., (he has an A.B.N. num-

ber) and selling from home  at a price cheaper than available here in Adelaide.   Brands of Avon, 

Cheng Shin and several other ones I can't remember right now. I have ordered 5 for myself, 

(Avonõs 3.50 X 19 approx $110 each) Fitting is not available . Brian is currently taking orders for 

his next shipment, the more orders he gets, apparently the cheaper they  will be.                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                        

Contact by email at: forthy@picknowl.com.au   >>> or mobile  0409 514 213,                                                 

Regards Paul Knapp.  

SUGGESTED RIDE CALENDAR 2012:  
 

11-03-12  Barossa Valley Ride.    Shell Servo Gawler. 

  8-04-12  Southern Ride    Top Of Taps. 

13-05-12  Hills Ride     Hazelwood Park. 

10-06-12  Northern Ride   Gepps X Go-cart Track.   

15-07-12  River Ride    Hazelwood Park.  Mannum. 

12-08-12  Barossa Ride    Gepps X Go-cart Track. 

  9-09-12  Lower Lakes Ride    Hazelwood Park.    Petrol at Strathalbyn. 

14-10-12  Barossa Valley Classic Rally  Gepps X Go-cart Track. 

11-11-12  Xmas Club Lunch   Hazelwood Park.   (Armistice Day) 

  9-12-12  Southern Ride   Top of Taps.   Victor Harbor. 

 

NB. Meet at 10.00am with  departure by 10.30am.  Dates and venues based on past ride calendarôs.  

You canôt please everyone, any queries & suggestions for destinations welcome, bring it up at a club meeting.  

It is your club, get involved and help out. 

mailto:forthy@picknowl.com.au


Bray Hill.  

Isle of Mann.  



 

Dave R and his wife Lesley are planning to do another Motorcycle Safari with Ferris Wheels.  

 

 òThis time we visit the, Incredible Incaõs, heading off in September 2012. The trip lasts about 3 

 weeks  and is an inclusive deal visiting Peru, Bolivia and Machu Pichu. Hire bikes, back up     

 vehicle, hotels and meals all organised.  

 Just buy your plane ticket and turn up with helmet and  beer money.  

 The full itinerary and details are available on the Ferris web site.  

 Mike and his wife Denise run fantastic tours around the world to suit us Aussie motorcyclists 

 and there is still room for you to join us lot from Adelaide on this one!!! We have 9 committed 

 people at this stage, but there is room for more! But you need to contact us asap.  

 They have one trip fully booked out, donõt miss this one! 

 Donõt be the one to say ògee if you had only told usñwe would have come too!!ó 

 Check out the Ferris website for more info ñand call Dave or Lesley on 0423498781.  

DO IT NOW!!ó 

 

FERRIS WHEELS MOTOCYCLE SAFARIS, PO BOX 996 NARRABEEN NSW 2120 AUSTRALIA 

Telephone: (+61) (02) 9970 6370  Web page:  www.ferriswheels.com.au  

Meeting 140;   7 -11 -11  

OPENING: President Con Desyllas opened the meeting at 8 pm & welcomed members & friends & visitor Ian,  

  a long -time Norton enthusiast.  

PRESENT: Bill, Jason Ward, David Welsh, Andrew Brown, Mal Hamilton, Darren Meldrum, Paul Knapp,  John Oakes,

   Ray Sims, Cozi, Donald, Dougy, Tim, Tony Gillam, Dave Rocklyn, Ian Davidson, Barry Miller, Con, Fella, 

  Dave M.  

APOLOGIES: Rick, Steve, Ian, Andy M.  

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Motorcycle Expo & Swap Meet, Nov 20
th

, Princes Park Oval, Gawler, all makes, parts & tools, 

  stalls, trade displays, Show & Shine, trophies, 8 am ð 2 pm, $5 entry.  

MAIL IN:  Insurance certificates from TCIS;   Magazine sponsorship from Murrayõs Britbikes;  

  Ride for Rehab Dec 3
rd

, leaves Whitmore Square 9.30 am to Blanchetown at 1 pm, funds to Teen Chal

  lenge Drug Rehab, www.teenchallengesa.com        

  Black Beast Ride, Nov 13
th

, Triumph Riders Club, 9 am, Caffe Buongiorno, OõHalloran Hill to Encounter 

  Bay Footy Club, Victor Harbour, BBQ lunch, $20, funds to cancer research,    

  www.triumph -riders -club.org.au          

  Redback Tourers Sedan Rally Feb 4
th

, Show & Shine, trophies, ride from Gawler main street 10 am, $15, 

  camping, catered, raffle, stalls, bouncing castle, live music Weekend Warriors (play AC/DC, Led Zep, 

  Santana), children under 15 free, Sedan Rec. Park;       

  òChopó, photojournalist, defence reporter, passion for motorcycles, does photography, public relations, 

  wants to meet, www.chopstudios.com         

  Mt. Gambier Vet & Vintage Rally (mainly cars) Australia Day, Mt. Gambier,  www.tcc.com.au/mgvvcc  

MAIL OUT: Bank business to Jason.  

TREASURER: $280.40 in;   $591.80 out;   Balance:  $3320.51  

CLUB CAPTAIN: Last ride saw about a dozen Nortons head to Williamstown for the Barossa Valley Classic Rally, about

   200 bikes on display on the oval, impressive turn -out by BSAs ð a really good day had by all;  

  next ride to the Lunch is same day as Gawler Swap Meet, some members going to Gawler first, then on

   to the lunch at Birkenhead ð Steve leading ride to lunch from Hazelwood Park  

LIBRARY: New Roadholder, Oily Rag & Burnt Piston  

EDITOR:  no report  

REGALIA: Donald making plans for Norton T -shirts  

FEDERATION: no report  

GENERAL BUSINESS: Rick wants his name and signature taken off the Clubõs bank account (with Peoples Choice),

  bank now to send statements of account to Club Treasurer Jason Ward instead of to Rick ð  

  Rick and Jason will notify the Bank (Credit Union);       

  Plans for BBQ next meeting:  Paul to get the meat, Geraldine & Conõs wife to do salads, Barry to get 

  onions & sauce, Con to bring bread, meeting to start 7 pm, Paul to put notice in paper; organising for 

  members to go to All -British -Day:  about 15 members will enter, Barry will contact everyone;  

  Club now has 4 Historic Registrars:  Andrew B, Ian D, Fella & Andrew Friedel;    

  Vote on changes to Club Constitution:  Barry read out the changes again, as notified at October meeting,

   this vote having been advertised in the òAdvertiseró, vote put , changes supported unanimously; 

  Murray of Britbikes is racing his Norton Nov 19th at Australian championships at Symmons Plains;  

  Club will donate prize -money for historic races (for 500cc race) at Mac Park (Mt. Gambier) over New Year, 

  also new member Ian will judge best -presented Norton, prize -money to be donated by the Club.  

 

Raffle raised:  $41.95   Bottle of Cock and Bull Shiraz won by Bill  

 

Meeting closed at 8.45 pm.  

http://www.teenchallengesa.com
http://www.triumph-riders-club.org.au
http://www.chopstudios.com
http://www.tcc.com.au/mgvvcc


 

 

 

11 December:   SOUTHERN RIDE.  Depart  10:00am Top of Taps.  
 

15 January:   HILLS RIDE.      Depart 10.00am Hazelwood Park  

       `            Hahndorf Swap Meet.  

 

12 February:   ALL BRITISH DAY. Depart 10.00am Hazelwood Park  

            Club Display on Uraidla Oval.  

 

NOTE!!    Ride calendar is prepared in advance, & subject to change. 

Check  Thursdays Advertiser, club notes or call the club Captain. 

 

 

 

 

Club Ride 16th Oct. 2011.  Whispering Wall. 

With BSA & Barossa Valley Classic Motorcycle Club. 

RIDE  

CALENDAR  

2011/12  


